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Sir: 



Applicants hereby submit this request for continued examination 
("RCE") including a Preliminary Amendment in connection with the 
above- identified patent application. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§1. 114(a), prior to the filing of a Notice of Appeal, an 
applicant may file an RCE of an application including the fee set 
forth in 37 C.F.R. §1. 17(e) so as to file a submission such as an 
amendment to the claims. 

A Final Office Action was issued by the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office ("USPTO") on March 13, 2006 in connection with 
the above-identified application. A response to the March 13, 
2006 Final Office Action was due June 13, 2006. Applicants are 
concurrently filing a Petition For Three-Month Extension Of Time. 
Therefore, a Notice of Appeal is now due September 13, 2006. In 
lieu of filing a Notice of Appeal, applicants are filing an RCE 
in order to submit this Preliminary Amendment which addresses the 
rejections set forth in the March 13, 2006 Final Office Action. 
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Accordingly, this RCE and Preliminary Amendment are being timely 
filed. 



Please amend the subject application as follows: 



